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States that expanded Medicaid had improved food security. States that did not saw

increases in hunger.[2,3]

Montana reports $36 million in state budget savings to date.[4] The review of studies

cited above finds that savings from improved health and productivity (e.g., reduced

substance abuse costs) have been greater than the fiscal costs to states for paying their

share of the program. Unusually for a review of such a large body of research, study

results to date are unanimous in finding net economic benefit to states.

A review of 601 studies finds multiple benefits accruing in states that chose to expand

Medicaid. These include improved health of residents and net savings for the states.[1] For

example:

According to data from Feeding America, 1 in 9 people in Wyoming face hunger.[5] In their

2014 Hunger in America report, 66% of clients surveyed by Feeding America reported

having to make decisions between buying food or paying for medical care.[6] Similar

studies have found that individuals are forced to choose between buying food or

purchasing necessary medications, and that public health insurance participation is

associated with less food insecurity and less cost-related medication underuse.[7]

The Wyoming Department of Health reports that 7.8% of Wyoming adults are living with

diabetes and 65.2% are obese or overweight (BMI > 25). 15.6% of adults reported having no

health insurance.[8] Medicaid expansion has been shown to improve access to preventive

care for individuals living with chronic health conditions, including diet-related disease. [9]
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Increase access to health care services for low-income farm households which could

result in increased preventive care and better health outcomes.

Better access to insurance may mitigate losses from illness or injury by preventing

catastrophic financial losses due to excessive health care costs.

Lessen the need for farmers or household members to obtain off-farm jobs in order to

receive employer-sponsored insurance.[10]

Expanding Medicaid would have a positive impact on low-income farm households in

Wyoming who currently fall into the coverage gap. The 2022 Federal Poverty Level for a

household of 4 is $27,750. If a Wyoming Producer with 3 dependents makes less than 138%

of the Federal Poverty Level ($38,295), they are not currently eligible for Medicaid nor are

they eligible for assistance with insurance costs on Healthcare.gov. 

Economic well-being of farm households is measured by the USDA Economic Research

Service using metrics of on-farm and off-farm income, net assets, and health insurance.

ERS findings show that many farm households do not have health insurance coverage,

with a slightly smaller proportion of farm households having insurance compared to U.S.

households in general.[10]

For low-income farm households in Wyoming, access to health insurance through

Medicaid expansion has the potential to:

Of the 11,938 farms identified in Wyoming in the 2017 Census of Agriculture, 39.5% of

producers reported net gains in 2017 60.5% reported net losses. [11]  
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